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O bituary of William “Pili” Edward McGrath

We would like to announce the passing of William “Pili” Edward McGrath,
beloved husband and father. William passed away peacefully in his sleep after an

acute illness on January 21, 2025, surrounded by family at his home in Waiehu. He

was 77 years old. He was born July 02, 1947 in Rochester, Minnesota, to Max and
Darlene McGrath.

He graduated from Chicago State University with a Master of Science in Corrections
and Criminal Justice. He worked as a probation officer in Cook County, Illinois

providing service to underprivileged communities in south side Chicago. He moved

to Hawai’i where he attended the Richardson School of Law at the University of
Hawai’i and received his Juris Doctor in 1989. While working towards his Juris Doctor

he was employed as a law clerk in the Truk islands of Micronesia. After receiving his
degree he worked as a Deputy Public Defender at the Honolulu Public Defender’s

Office. In 1997, he and his wife moved to Maui and started their family. He continued

his career as a Deputy Public Defender at the Maui Public Defender’s Office,
eventually being promoted to head Public Defender until his retirement in 2019.

He was passionate about reading, enjoying good cuisine, watching the ocean, and
exploring nature. In his younger years he was an avid traveller, scuba diver, and

kayaker. He appreciated different cultures and spent years studying the cultures of
the Pacific Islands, especially that of Samoa. While in Samoa, he was bestowed the

name “Pili”.

He is predeceased by his parents and his younger brother Michael McGrath. He is
survived by his wife of 35 years Suwan McGrath; his daughter, Fiona McGrath; and

his son, Max McGrath. He is also survived by his younger brothers Stephen (Sue)
McGrath of Colorado and Kevin McGrath of Minnesota; and younger sister, Ann

McGrath of California.
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He will be sorely missed. A short service will be held on Sunday February 02, 2025, at

2:00 PM at Saint Ann’s Church in Waihe’e.
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Service

Saint Ann's Church

40 Kuhinia St, Wailuku HI 96793
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Sunday, February 2, 2025
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AL Alan Lee posted:

I didn’t know William personally; I know and have worked in the mental health field alongside his

wife, Suwan. I wish that I had known of William’s interest and the time he spent in Samoa - I would

have loved to share stories of Samoa - a place we both spent a part of our lives in but in a

different time. My condolences to Suwan and the family.

February 13 at 8:57 AM

PM Patrick T  Murphy posted:

I worked with William McGrath in Chicago many years ago. He was a much larger-than-life guy

with a much larger than eternity soul. He was dedicated to his work and loved humanity. He taught

me much. God rest his soul. Patrick Murphy, Riverside Illinois

February 12 at 5:28 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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